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Genealogy for Beginners at the Edgewater Branch Library 
Friends of the Edgewater Library prepared this list of just some of the resources available through the Chicago Public Library (chipublib.org) to assist genealogy enthusiasts. The following resources are available from the Edgewater Branch Library located at 6000 N. Broadway.
Finding True Connections: How to Learn and Write About a Family Member’s History by Gareth St John Thomas - Includes the 100 most important questions to ask while interviewing relatives. 
A Genealogists’s Guide to Discovering Your African-American Ancestors by Franklin Carter Smith – This author successfully traced his slave ancestry as far back as 1760 and shares step-by-step instruction for researching slave and free black ancestors pre- and post-Civil War. 
Genealogy for Beginners by Katherine Pennavaria – A tutorial for youth or adults on the mechanics of sketching a family tree and filling it with ancestor names, dates, and photos.
General Basics in 30 Minutes: the Quick Guide to Creating a Family Tree, Building Connections with Relatives and Discovering the Stories of Your Ancestors, 2nd Ed.  by Shannon Combs-Bennett – This professional genealogist explains the joys, challenges, and triumphs of researching your family's origins. 
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Genealogy, 3rd Ed. by Christine Rose – This user-friendly volume helps beginners explore their roots, construct family trees, and learn how to perform online research.
Tracing Your Family History With the Whole Family by Robin McConnell: a Family Research Adventure for All Ages – Researching family history needn’t be an “adults only” activity. This author shares practical examples of how to engage the whole family.
For Grades 3-6 readers:

Basic Genealogy for Kids by Bonnie Hinman – A “show and tell” on how research can be fun.
How to Research Your Ancestry by Tamra Orr – Be a detective and solve the puzzle of family history. 
Use a computer at the library to search Ancestry.com, Heritage Quest or the Chicago Tribune archives.
















The mission of Friends of the Edgewater Library is to partner with and advocate for the Edgewater Branch Library, respond to our community’s library needs, and educate and engage the community in using and enjoying all our library’s resources.
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